Standard Grade Close Reading Support Sheet

Exam Question Types:
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Word-choice
This is a very common type of question. Some recent Foundation papers have included questions of this type and nearly every recent General paper has too. 

For this type of question you are usually asked to think about why a particular word or expression is appropriate. This just means that you are being asked to think about why the author chose that particular word or expression when they have so many to choose from. What makes this a good word to have chosen?

So how do you go about answering these questions?
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It is a good idea to take it in steps. 

1. First of all find the word in the passage that you have been directed to and read that paragraph again.

2. Consider whether you understand the meaning of the word. If so, great! If not, look at the surrounding words and try to work it out.

3. Think about why the author chose that word in particular when they could have chosen another.

· Is it appropriate because it has got something to do with what the passage is about?

· Does it help to create a particular atmosphere? Is it frightening or funny perhaps?

· Does it give you a clear picture of what the writer is trying to describe? If so, make sure you explain what that picture is.

This sounds quite difficult in theory, but it is really quite straightforward once you have got the hang of it!
Have a look at the following examples from actual past papers which have been done for you.
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Foundation 2002. This passage deals with the increase in the popularity of indoor pets.

Question 6:

 The writer uses the word “burrow” (paragraph 3) instead of house or home. Why is this a particularly suitable word to use here?

Paragraph 3:


“The growing number of bunny-lovers are finding out there’s a lot more to rabbits than carrots and breeding like, er…friendly, playful, loving, and – importantly, when a rabbit is living in your burrow- easily house-trained. They can also learn to come when called, recognise words, respond to commands and open doors.”
1. Do I know what it means?
Yes, a burrow is the name of a rabbit’s home.

2. Why is it a good word to use here?
The passage is about indoor pets and rabbits so that is why  it is better to say burrow than home. It also adds a bit of humour to the passage.

Answer:
“The word “burrow” is the name for a rabbit’s home and the article is about rabbits and indoor pets. It also makes the passage funny.
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General 2000. This passage deals with a man’s experience of swimming with sharks at Deep Sea World. 

Question 11) 

Look at paragraphs 13 and 14

 Why do you think the writer has chosen the word “flooded” to describe how his memories returned?

Childhood memories of underwater programmes on TV flooded in, mixing with books and magazines on sharks and the film cartoon of Marine Boy. Once I had gained some confidence, Stuart returned to the surface to collect underwater photographer Gavin Anderson. ….

1. Do I know what it means? 

Yes it is when lots of water pours into something, usually very quickly.

2. Why is it a good word to use here? 

The passage is about a man surrounded by water as he swims with sharks. Flooded suggests lots of water moving quickly, but he is talking about memories, so what is the connection? The idea is of lots of memories and the speed of the memories returning.

Answer: 

He is suggesting that the memories come back very quickly and 

that there are lots of them. It’s also a good word to use as the 

passage is about water.
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Now have a go yourself using the following examples.

This example is from the 2003 General paper which is about the author visiting the Romanian birthplace of the “original Dracula”.

Question 2. 

Explain fully what the writer suggests by using the word “flickering” when describing the candle.

“The door creaked open. A draught of cold air blew up from the stairs to the dark crypt and the hairs on our arms stood on end. The faint light from the flickering candle disappeared, there was a muffled scream, a sound of running footsteps and then some raised voices.”
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This example is from the 2002 General paper. The first few paragraphs describe a man having breakfast with his young daughter and then dropping her off at school.

Question 3a)

 In paragraph 1, why is “perched” a particularly suitable word to describe how the five year old girl sat on her stool.

“…He sat the full pot on the formica-topped breakfast bar and made a silly face at his five-year-old daughter who was perched on a stool slowly getting through a bowl of milky porridge.”


Remember to follow the steps!
