Exam Skills Revision – “Diving”: Analysis of Language Practice

Read each short excerpt from the passage we read last week.  Answer each question in your jotter.

There was moored a large wooden platform on which stood an improbably high diving board – a kind of wooden Eiffel Tower

Explain how the simile helps you to picture the size and shape of the diving platform?

It suggests …

they always retreated when they saw just how suicidally far the water was below them

What does the word “suicidally” show about the height of the platform?

It suggests….
Even from such a distance the high board seemed to loom hundreds of feet above him

What impression does the word “loom” create of the platform?

the only sound to be heard across the lake was the faint whistle of his body tearing through the air towards the water

Why is “tearing” an effective word to describe the dive?

It may only be my imagination, but he seemed after a time to start to glow red, like an incoming meteor

How does the simile help you to imagine Mr Milton’s dive AND the likely way it will end?

Whether he lost his nerve or realized that he was approaching the water at a murderous velocity

What does “murderous” suggest about the speed Mr Milton was travelling?

he seemed to have second thoughts about the whole business and began suddenly to flail, like someone entangled in bedding in a bad dream, or whose chute hasn’t opened.

Chose one of the above similes and explain how it helps you to imagine both Mr Milton’s state of mind, and how he was moving

I don’t believe Mr Milton penetrated it at all, but just bounced off it about fifteen feet, limbs suddenly very loose, and then lay on top if it, still, like an autumn leaf, spinning gently

What does the above simile suggest about the effects of the dive on Mr Milton?

He was towed to shore by two passing fishermen in a rowboat, and carried to a grassy area by half a dozen onlookers who carefully set him down on an old blanket.

What do both of the key words underlined above suggest about the state of Mr Milton after the dive?
