Using your own words 1

1
Last year Kerri Cameron, aged 19 and a little bored with her job as a horse-riding instructor, was looking up job vacancies on the internet. Puzzled, she turned to her mother and said, “Mum, what’s a wall of death?” 2
Her mother, Denise, a health worker who has always had a horror of motorcycles, told her that walls of death were places where people rode motorbikes round the insides of a 20 ft-high wooden drum and tried not to fall off and get killed. “Gosh,” said Kerri, “that sounds fun.”

3
 She picked up her mobile, phoned the number mentioned on the internet and then arranged to see Ken Fox, owner of the wall of death. Ken Fox didn’t ask about her school qualifications, only if she wanted a ride on the back of his bike around the wall. Yes, she said.

Look at Paragraphs 1 to 3.

1. In your own words, explain fully why Kerri Cameron was looking up job vacancies on the internet.   2      1       0

2. Explain in your own words what was and was not discussed in Kerri’s phone conversation with Ken Fox 
2
1
0
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Ken Fox revved up the demonstration bike and spun it on to the 45-degree wooden apron that bridges the ground and the perpendicular wall and then took it three or four times around the lower bits of the wall itself just to see if she could cope. Then he went round with Kerri sitting on the handlebars. She passed that test, too. She thought it was fantastic. Unbelievable. The best!

  5
 A year later Kerri is doing 20 shows a day, driving a skeletal aluminium go-kart around Ken Fox’s wall of death to within six inches of the safety wire at the top—the wire that’s there to prevent the machines sailing off into the crowd. “It’s much more fun than helping kids on horses,” she says, giggling nervously and brushing a strand of blonde hair back behind her ear. “The only thing I really miss about home is flush toilets.”
Using your own words as far as possible, describe two aspects of Kerri’s performance which could be described as dangerous.  

2      1      0

Explain, in your own words, what Kerri sees an advantage and a disadvantage of her job now 

 2      1      0
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6
Ken Fox and his wife Julie, their sons, Luke and Alex, and their troupe of Kerri, a new girl rider called Emma Starr, a man who prefers to be known just as Philip, and a wall-of death enthusiast of an accountant named Neil Calladine, now operate the last wall of death in business in Britain. Calladine is the wall’s “spieler”, stalking the front of the attraction with a microphone, promising thrills and excitement as Ken and Luke Fox sit on their bikes, creating the roaring throttle noises of impending danger. Later, Luke and his father dip and zig-zag their bikes across each other, spinning round the drum every four seconds, as the holiday crowds peer tentatively down over the safety wire and then, in the traditional way, shower coins into the ring after being told that wall-of death riders can never get insurance. Each show lasts 20 minutes; at one stage four riders are zipping up, down and all around.

Look at Paragraph 6.

6. In your own words, explain the job of the “spieler”.    2     1      0

7.  What is the traditional response of the crowd, and why do they behave this way?  Explain in your own words

2     1      0
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10 
The motorbikes used for shows are Indian Scouts made in the 1920s by the Hendee Motorcycle Company of Springfield, Massachusetts, deliberately engineered for easy balance with all the controls on the left, so Chicago cops could use their right hands for drawing their revolvers and shooting at Al Capone style gangsters. This means the bikes are perfect for tricks. Take your hand off the throttle of a modern motorbike and its slips back to idling mode, thus losing the power that keeps the bike on the wall. Take your hand off the throttle of an Indian Scout, and the revs stay as they are—which means that you can zoom round and round the wall of death, arms in the air, to your heart’s content.

Look at Paragraph 10.

Using your own words as far as possible, explain why the Indian Scout bikes are “perfect for tricks.”    2      1       0
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9
Surfers generally guard their local breaks jealously. It’s considered essential to keep your mouth shut about your “secret spot”, in case you find it overrun with visitors. So, economic benefits to Thurso aside, some local surfers were a little concerned about an event on this scale descending on their area. WQS representatives met with these surfers to address their concerns and feel that they’ve pretty much got everyone on board. WQS is also paying for improvements to the car parking area near the Thurso East break.

10
“We’re concerned to get the locals involved,” says Ritzer. “We want to keep them happy and don’t want to look too commercial, coming in with a big event machine. We need them to help organise local stuff. You always have some individuals who will boycott everything, but we

understand that most of them are positive.”
Look at Paragraphs 9 and 10.

12. “Surfers generally guard their local breaks . . . ” (Paragraph 9)

In your own words, explain why surfers do this.   2      1    0

