Luke 22: 1-13

The Plot Against Jesus

(Matt.26: 1-5; Mark 14:1-2; John 11:45-53)

22   1  The time was near for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover. 2 The chief priests and the teachers of the Law were afraid of the people, and so they were trying to find a way of putting Jesus to death secretly.

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

(Matt. 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11)

3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples. 4 So Judas went off and spoke with the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to them 5 They were pleased and offered him money. 6 Judas agreed to it and started looking for a good chance to hand Jesus over to them without the people knowing about it. 

Jesus Prepares to Eat the Passover Meal

(Matt. 26:17-25; Mark 14:12-21; John 13:21-30)

7 The day came during the Festival of Unleavened bread when the lambs for the Passover meal were to be killed. 8 Jesus sent off Peter and John with these instructions; “Go and get the Passover meal ready for us to eat.”

9 “Where do you want us to get it ready?” they asked him.

10 He answered, “As you go into the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house: “The teacher says to you, Where is the room where m disciples and I will eat the Passover meal?” 12 He will show you a large furnished room upstairs where you will get everything ready.”

  13 They went off and found everything just as Jesus had told them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

Introduction

Luke stresses the joy and triumph of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus, whereas the other gospel writers, such as Mark look at the loneliness and the tragedy of the events.

V1 – Jesus came to Jerusalem at the time of Passover to die. The Passover remembered the passing over of the angel of death to save the Israelites at their time of slavery in Egypt. Passover was a major festival and it was the ambition of Jews, in every part of the world, to come to Passover in Jerusalem at least once in their lives, so we can imagine that there were thousands upon thousand s in the city at that time.

V2 – Jesus’ enemies were afraid to arrest him as he was very popular with the common people and his arrest may have provoked a riot. 

V3 – It is believed that all man can be a tool in God’s love, but also in Satan’s evil. This is what happened with Judas – he allowed Satan to enter him, he chose evil. 

 Why did Judas do it?

· It might be possible that as he had been a Zealot (type of terrorist) he may have been annoyed at Jesus peaceful methods.

· He simple may have done it for the money.

V5 - Matthew includes in his account the thirty pieces of silver.   

V6 - Judas offered Jesus enemies an opportunity to arrest him away from the crowds.

22:7-13 – Jesus prepared for the meal in advance. This careful planning would emphasise the importance of the event for Jesus.

V10 – “a man with a jar of water” this would have been an unusual sight in the city, the householder must have arranged to send him out. 

V11 – Passover was usually eaten with the family or a similar group – so in this incidence Jesus needed a room so he could eat with his family – the disciples.

V12 – better class homes had two rooms, the better one usually on top of the other one.

Luke 22:14-23

The Lord’s Supper

(Matt. 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; 1 Cor. 11: 23-25)

14 When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. 15 He said to them, “I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer! 16 For I tell you, I will never eat it until it is given its full meaning in the Kingdom of God.”

  17 Them Jesus took a cup, gave thanks to God, and said, "Take this and share it among yourselves. 18 I tell you that from now on I will not drink this wine until the Kingdom of God comes.”

  19 Then he took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “This is my body which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.” 20 In the same way, he gave them the cup after the supper, saying, “This cup is God’s new covenant sealed with my blood, which is poured out for you.”

  21”But, look! The one who betrays me is here at the table with me! 22 The Son of Man will die as God has decided, but how terrible for that man who betrays him!”

  23 Then they began to ask among themselves which one of them it could be was going to do this. 

V14 – Jesus would have been the host of the meal and therefore would have had important duties.

V15 –“before I suffer” – Jesus predicts his death and suffering.

V16 - This Passover meal was to be the last of its sort – it was now to have new meaning. A new covenant with God.  

V17 – “cup” – share it among you – an indication of the future hope that was to come their way.

The Feast Itself – 

(i) He said of the bread, “This is my body” – This is exactly what is meant by a sacrament – an ordinary thing that is given special meaning – In this instance the very body of Christ.

(ii) “This is the cup of God’s new covenant sealed with my blood” – the covenant (agreement between God and his people) is made at the price of Jesus’ blood. Jesus is the sacrifice for this covenant. 

(iii) Jesus said, “do this in memory of me” – Jesus has given us a ceremony we can share in with others so we can keep alive in our own memories his dying on our behalf.

V21 – “is here at the table” – Jesus indicates that there is a traitor among them.

Luke 22: 39-46

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

(Matt. 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42)

39 Jesus left the city and went, as he usually did, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples went with him. 40 When he arrived at the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”

 41Then he went off from them about the distance of a stone’s throw and knelt down and prayed. 42 “Father,” he said, “if you will, take this cup of suffering away from me. Not my will, however, but your will be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 In great anguish he prayed even more fervently; his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

  45 Rising from his payer, he went back to the disciples and found them asleep, worn out by their grief. 46  He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into temptation.”

Introduction – Jesus goes to an olive orchard near Jerusalem. He is afraid of what is ahead of him but he will do it if it is God’s will. Jesus was just 33 years old and no one wants to die at 33. At this stage Jesus could have backed down and avoided the cross. After talking with God he is at peace and ready to face what lies ahead of him. 

V39 – Mark and Matthew mention Gethsamane, the olive orchard was probably within that garden. 

V41 – at key moments in Jesus’ life he prayed to God. 

V42 – in the Old Testament “cup” is frequently used as a symbolism of suffering. 

V43/44 – In some manuscripts these lines are taken out. It is likely that they are original and that they were removed because they show Jesus fear against death. 

V46 – at this critical point the disciples should be praying that they do not doubt and then desert God.

Luke 22: 47-53

The Arrest of Jesus

(Matt. 26: 47-56; Mark 14: 43-50; John 18: 3-11)

47 Jesus was still speaking when a crowd arrived, led by Judas, one of the twelve disciples. He came up to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you betray the Son of Man?”  49 When the disciples who were with Jesus saw what was going to happen, they asked, “Shall we use our swords, Lord?” 50 And one of them struck the High Priest’s slave and cut off his right ear.

51  But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” He touched the man’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and the elders who had come there to get him, “Did you have to come with swords and clubs, as though I were an outlaw?” 53 I was with you in the Temple every day and you did not try to arrest me. But this is your hour to act, when the power of darkness rules.”

V47-48 – Judas had found a way in which the authorities could arrest Jesus without a crowd being present. Judas knew where Jesus went to pray.

V48 – Jesus asks Judas is he betraying him with a symbol usually kept for friendship. In Luke Judas foes not actually kiss Jesus but in Matthew and Mark he does. In Luke’s account Jesus does not allow him to do this. 

V49 – Jesus does not want the use of the sword.

V50 – In John V18: 10 the disciple who struck out with the sword is identified as Peter. The fact that a slave was present would suggest that the authorities have gathered together a crowd possibly made up of the High Priest’s household.

V52-53 – The presence of such important people (only mentioned in Luke) suggests the seriousness of the matter. 

V52 – “swords and clubs” – suggests a hunt for a robber or a bandit operating in secret. Jesus however acted in the open.

V53 – “this is your hour to act” – Possibly indicating that this is part of God’s plan. The forces of evil = “the power of darkness”. 

Luke 22: 66-71

Jesus is Brought Before the Council

(Matt. 26:59-66; Mark 14:55 – 64)

66 When the day came, the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law met together, and Jesus was brought before the Council. 67 “Tell us,” they said, “are you the Messiah?”

 He answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me; 68 and if I ask you a question, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the Almighty God.”

  70 They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?”         

       He answered them, “You say that I am.”

  71 And they said, “We don’t need any witnesses! We ourselves have heard what he said!”

Introduction:

Jesus was brought before the Supreme Court i.e. the Sanhedrin and asked to identify himself. This court had supreme rights over religious matters. It had 70 members made up of Scribes, Rabbis, Pharisees, Priests and Saducees. Jesus does not reply in a direct manner. This was how he usually replied in these circumstances. 

V66 – “elders” = Sanhedrin

V68 - 69 – whatever Jesus says he is confident of the future. 

V70 – Jesus did not refuse the title of the Son of God. This is how he them got a charge of blasphemy brought against him i.e. as it was seen as an insult to God’s majesty to claim he was the Son of God. Blasphemy was punishable by death.

Luke 22: 1-5

Jesus is Brought Before Pilate

(Matt. 27: 1-2, 11-14; Mark 15:1-5; John 18:28-38)

23 The whole group rose up and took Jesus before Pilate, 2 where they began to accuse him: “We caught this man misleading our people, telling them not to pay taxes to our Emperor and claiming that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“So you say,” answered Jesus.

4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no reason to condemn this man.”

5But they insisted even more strongly, “With his teaching he is starting a riot among the people all through Judaea. He began in Galilee and now he has come here.”

Introduction: 

The Jews at the time of Jesus had no power to carry out the death sentence – it had to be done by the Roman Governor. This is why the Jews brought Jesus to Pilate. Pilate would not have worried about the blasphemy charge and would have seen this as a matter of the Jewish religion. So they come with other charges, more political charges. 

 They knew that every part of the charge was a lie and Pilate saw through them. He did not wish to offend them though. They dropped that he was a Galilean – this was tended to add more fuel to their case but Pilate seen it as a way out as Herod who was in charge of Galilee was in Jerusalem at that time to celebrate the Passover. So Pilate referred Jesus to Herod.

V1 - Pontius Pilate ruled Judaea from AD26 to 36. 

V2 – Luke emphasises that in the eyes of the Roman Governor Jesus had done no wrong. 

V3 ​– Jesus emphasises that he had never called himself the king of the Jews – this was one they had made up.

V4 – “crowds” – the sightseers in court. Pilate doubts whether there is a case. 

Luke 23: 6-12

Jesus is Sent to Herod

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked, “Is this man a Galilean?” 7 When he learnt that Jesus was from the region rules by Herod, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 8 Herod was very pleased when he saw Jesus because he had heard about him and he had wanting to see him for a long time. He was hoping to see Jesus perform some miracle. 9 So Herod asked Jesus many questions, but Jesus made no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the Law stepped forward and made some strong accusations against Jesus. 11 Herod and his soldiers mocked Jesus and treated him with contempt; then they put a fine robe on him and sent him back to Pilate. 12 On that very day Herod and Pilate became friends; before this they had been enemies.

Introduction:

This meeting only takes place in Luke’s gospel. Some scholars have argued that the event never took place and that Luke just includes it because he is passing some of the responsibility for Jesus’ death to the Roman authorities. 

V8 – Herod was not really interested in the real significance of Jesus – he just wanted to satisfy his thirst to see some miraculous works.

V9 – “Jesus made no answer” – Jesus knew that Herod was not out to discover the real truth. Herod saw Jesus as a spectacle and a joke and of no importance as he was just a carpenter from Nazareth.

V10 – The Jewish authorities are there to present a case.

V11 – “soldiers” – probably Herod’s personal bodyguard.

“fine robe” – this was given to make a mockery of Jesus, but in fact he was a mockery of a king as he was cruel and stupid. He was responsible for the death of John the Baptist and was finally dethroned in AD39.

V12 – Herod was probably flattered that Pilate had consulted him and this was the reason why he befriended him. 

Luke 23: 13-25

Jesus is Sentenced to Death.

(Matt.27: 15-26; Mark 15: 6-15; John 18: 39 – 19:16)

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You have brought this man to me and said that he was misleading the people. Now, I have examined him here in your presence, and I have not found him guilty of any of the crimes you accuse him of. 15 Nor did Herod find him guilty, for he sent him back to us. There is nothing this man has done to deserve death. 16 So I will have him whipped and let him go.”…

   18 The whole crowd cried out, “Kill him! Set Barabbas free for us!” (19 Barabbas had been put in prison for a riot that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)

  20 Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, so he appealed to the crowd again. 21 But they shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

  22 Pilate said to them the third time, “But what crime has he committed? I cannot find he has done anything to deserve death! I will have him whipped and then set him free.”

  23 But they kept shouting at the top of their voices that Jesus should be crucified, and finally their shouting succeeded. 24 So Pilate passed the sentence on Jesus that they were asking for. 25 He set free the man they wanted, the one who had been put in prison for riot and murder, and he handed Jesus over for them to do as they wished.

Introduction: 

This passage has one main point to get across – Pilate did not want to crucify Jesus. It is possible that if he did not give the crowd what they wanted they could report him to Rome for mis-government. Pilate could not allow civil riots and had given in to them on a previous disagreement when they wanted images of Roman Gods removed. Then he had gotten into trouble. As it happened he got the worst of two worlds as he gave in to them, going down in history as the executioner of Jesus Christ, and he was shortly afterwards sacked anyway. Tradition says that he then committed suicide.

V13 – “Pilate” – the name Pilate is now looked upon as a name connected to cruelties, but it appears here that he is not wicked but afraid. He does all he can to get Jesus released, declaring him innocent.  Pilate also tried to make use of the custom of releasing a prisoner at Passover, but instead they still wanted Jesus dead and Barabbas freed. 

V16 – Pilate says he will have Jesus whipped – this would be seen as a warning to Jesus. 

NB – other ancient authorities add verse 17 “now he was obliged to release one man to them at the festival.”

V18 “Barabbas” may also have the name Jesus. (See Matt. 27: 16 – 17) 

V21 – This is the first mention of crucifixion in Luke. It is the method of execution of as non-Roman citizen.

V25 – the repetition of Barabbas’ crime stresses the scale of the decision.

Luke 23: 32-43

There They Crucified Him

32 Two other men, both of them criminals, were also led out to be put to death with Jesus. 33 When they came to a place called: The Skull,” they crucified Jesus there, and the two other criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They don’t know what they are doing.”

 They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing a dice. 35 The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders jeered at him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, 37 and said, “Save yourself if you are the King of the Jews!”

38 Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

40 The other one, however, rebuked him saying “Don’t you fear God? You received the same sentence as he did. 41 Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” 42 And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!”

43 Jesus said to him, “ I promise you today that you will be in Paradise with me.”

Introduction:

A criminal sentenced to death by crucifixion was first flogged and then had to carry the cross on his shoulders to the place of execution. If necessary a passerby could be asked to do this for him. 

 The cross was usually the shape of a T with no place to rest the head. It was laid flat on the ground and the arms were stretched out and nails were put through the hands. The feet were not nailed but loosely tied. There were a group of women who would attend crucifixions and they would offer the person a drink of drugged wine to dull their pain. Jesus refused this as he had to keep a clear head and so he would face death at its worst. Half way up the cross was a piece of wood called the saddle. This would take the weight of the person; otherwise the nails would just tear through the hands. The cross was then raised and the criminal was left to die. Sometimes it would take a week and they would die of hunger and thirst.

V32 – Jesus who lived his life for other people was to die beside two criminals. In life and death he mixed with sinners. 

V33 – The Skull – a place near Jerusalem called so because of its shape. 

V34 – This is left out of some manuscripts. It indicates that those involved did not know the importance of what they were doing.  Luke alone records this. The soldiers gambled for Jesus clothes. They must have become hardened to their jobs and did this to pass the time. 

V35 – “He saved others” They asked Jesus could he not miraculously save himself but he was to become Christ not by saving himself, but by dying and rising again.

V37 – 38 The inscription over the cross is seen as a mockery to Jesus. But ironically he was never more King and Saviour than on the cross.

V39 – The words of the criminal who asks Jesus to remember him are probably words he had overheard Jesus use when he was preaching. There is very little in Jesus teaching about the “next” world, but it is clear from this passage that there is eternal life. 

Luke 23: 44-56

The Death of Jesus

(Matt. 27: 45-56; Mark 15: 33-41; John 19: 28-30)

44 It was about twelve o’clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole country until three o’clock; 45 and the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands I place my spirit!” He said this and died.

47 The army officer saw what had happened, and he praised God, saying, “Certainly he was a good man!”

48 When the people who had gathered there to watch the spectacle saw what had happened, they all went back home, beating their breasts in sorrow. 49 All those who knew Jesus personally, including the woman who had followed from Galilee, stood at a distance to watch.

The Burial of Jesus

(Matt 27: 57-61; Mark 15: 42-47; John 10: 38-42)

50-51 There was a man named Joseph of Arimathea, a town in Judaea. He was a good and honourable man, who was waiting for the coming of the Kingdom of God. Although he was a member of the Council, he had not agreed with their decision and action. 52 He went into the presence of Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took the body down, wrapped it in a linen sheet, and placed it in a tomb which had been dug out of solid rock and which had never been used. 54 It was Friday, and the Sabbath was about to begin.

55 The woman who had followed Jesus from Galilee went with Joseph and saw the tomb and how Jesus’ body was placed in it. 56 They went back home and prepared the spices and perfumes for the body.

On the Sabbath they rested, as the Law commanded.

Introduction:

V44-48 – Luke assigns the darkness that comes over the land to an eclipse – but this would have been unlikely given the time of the year Passover is at. There may have been another reason or it may have been possible that the darkness is symbolic of Jesus’ victory over evil. 

V44 – An unusual darkness given the time – 12 noon to 3 o’clock.

V45 – The “curtain” is the partition in the temple between the Holy of the Holies and the rest of the Temple. Luke, like Matthew and Mark, uses the idea as a symbol of creation of a new Israel, which would include non-Jews. 

V46 – Christ surrenders himself to his Father.

V49 – For the friends of Jesus they had saw him die, thus when he rises again they were able to appreciate the reality.

Introduction:

V50-56 The Romans used to let the body hang on the cross unless someone removed it. A member of the Sanhedrin and a man with influence asks for the body.

  Jesus died at about 3pm and the Sabbath began at 6pm. They had no time to lose if they were to give Jesus a burial and not break the Sabbath Laws. 

V52 – Joseph may have been a secret follower of Jesus. 

V53 – John and Luke make the point that the tomb had never been used, stressing the honoured treatment. 

V54 – According to the first three Gospels Jesus was executed on the Passover Day, which was also the day before Sabbath. There was no time to anoint the body. This would have waited until the Sabbath was over. 

V55 – The woman came with Joseph so they would have known which tomb to return to. 

V56 – “ spices and perfumes” were used in the embalming of corpses.

Luke 24:1-12

The Resurrection

(Matt.28: 1-10; Mark 16: 1-8; John 20: 1-10)

24 Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, 3 so they went in; but they did not find they body of the Lord Jesus. 4 They stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men in bright shining clothes stood by them. 5 Full of fear, the women bowed down to the ground, as the men said to them, “Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? 6 He is not here; He has been raised. Remember what He said to you while He was in Galilee? : 7 The Son of Man must be handed over to sinful men, be crucified, and three days later he will rise to life.”

8 Then the woman remembered His words, 9 returned from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven disciples and all the rest. 10 The women who were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; they and the other women with them told these things to the apostles. 11 But the apostles thought that what the women said was nonsense, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; he bent down and saw the linen wrappings but nothing else. Then he went back home amazed at what had happened.

Introduction:

Though all the Gospel writers differ in details in describing such an unexpected event, all agree that the tomb was found empty. If Jesus had not have risen then it is unlikely that the disciples would have been able to carry on as God’s agents. They did, however want proof of his rising. 

V1 – Luke emphasises that it is the same woman who witnessed Jesus death and who accompanied his body to the tomb who now discover that the body is not there. 

V3 – they did not find the body and it is never reported that they did actually discover a body later. This along with the differing stories could be argument against Christianity but one important vital point is agreed on by all – the tomb was empty.

V4 – the woman were puzzled – immediate thoughts would not be that Jesus has been resurrected but that the body had been stolen. 

“bright shining clothes” – Mark reports “a youth … wearing a white robe” 16:5 – Matthew says it is “an angel of the Lord” 28:2 – Luke uses this same description when he records the ascension in Acts 10.

V5 – “full of fear” – the woman knew they were in the presence of something supernatural.

“Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” – this is a very important statement – 

(i) There are many who regard Jesus as the greatest man who ever lived – Jesus should not be looked at in these terms as he is not a hero of the past but a living presence today.

(ii) Quite a few people look at Christianity as something to be studied. Although it is important to study Jesus, he, was not just a figure in a book but a living presence.

(iii) Jesus is not just a pattern, a living example on how to live, but he is a living presence who helps us live.

V6-7 – Jesus himself had predicted all of this before and here it was coming true.

V9 – The disciples thought that the woman had gone insane. If they were babbling and excited about what they had seen and heard this may be how they Gospel writers have different versions of the story. The Jewish scriptures did not mention that the Messiah would rise again so this is why the disciples had to go and see for themselves. 

V12 – Peter was the one who went to check. After Peter had denied Jesus it was brave of him to be there among the other disciples in the first place and face his shame. 

Luke 24: 13-35

The Walk to Emmaus

(Mark 16: 12-13)

13 On that same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about eleven kilometres from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; 16 they saw him but somehow did not recognize him. 17 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?”

 They stood still, with sad faces. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have been happening there these last few days?”

 19 “What things?” he asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a prophet and was considered by God and all the people to be powerful in everything he said and did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified.

21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides that, this is now the third day since it happened. 22 Some women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but could not find the body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. 24 Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see him.”

25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets said! 26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the Book of Moses and the writings of all the prophets.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther; 29 but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So he went to stay with them. 30 He sat down to eat with them, took the bread and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Wasn’t it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, were they found the eleven disciples gathered together with the others 34 and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!”

35 The two of them explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread.”

Introduction: 

This story is only found in Luke. The two unsuspecting travelers are talking about the events went a stranger meets with them and carries on the discussion. It was only after he broke the bread that they recognized him. This symbol of breaking bread being the realisation of the Risen Lord is also a theme in John. 

V13 – “Two of Jesus’ followers” – not necessarily from the eleven. The identity of Cleopas is not known and it does not even mention the other disciple’s name, though we can say that Luke probably had the account told to him first hand because to the detail it is given in.

V16 – “somehow they did not recognise him” – One explanation is that the sun was setting and that as Emmaus was in the west of Jerusalem then it could have been that the sun was dazzling him. 

 Another explanation is that of a Divine withdrawal of sight – this also happens in Isaiah 44:18. Maybe recognition was just to be through a familiar action. 

V19 – Jesus got an insight into the minds of the disciples on this first Easter day. They had been disappointed – all the promises of the restoration of the Kingdom had come to a tragic end. 

 V23 & 24 – the missing body is stressed. 

V25 – Jesus reminds that the new “kingdom” was not to be one of political success. He reminds them that the events of the last few days had been exactly as the scriptures had foretold that of a suffering Messiah. 

V30 – it has been sometimes thought that this might have been like the breaking of the bread at the Last Supper. It did not necessarily have to be this – it could have been that they were present at the feeding of the five thousand. They could have witnesses him breaking the bread at any ordinary meal. 

V31 – “their eyes were opened” – they had a sense of recognition and understanding.

Luke 24: 36-49

Jesus Appears to his Disciples

(Matt. 28: 16-20; Mark 16: 14-18); John 20: 19-23; Acts 1: 6-8)

36 While the two were telling them this, suddenly the Lord himself stood among them, “Peace be with you.”

37 They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a ghost. 38 But he said, to them, “Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts coming up in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Feel me, and you will know, for a ghost doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you can see I have.”

40 He said this and showed them his hands and feet. 41 They still could not believe, they were so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “ Have you anything here to eat? 42 They give him a piece of cooked fish, 43 which he took and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was still with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the prophets, and the Psalms had to come true.”

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “This is what is written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days later, 47 and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of sins must be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And I myself will send upon you what my Father has promised. But you must wait in the city until the power from above comes down upon you.”

Introduction:

The first point to notice here is the emphasis on the Risen Christ, not a ghost or apparition. He was real flesh and bone and he eats with them. Jesus does belong to a different order of existence but he keeps his earthly characteristics. All Luke’s appearances are in or near Jerusalem: in Matthew they happen in Galilee: In John they happen in both. It is possible that Luke had a mission for the Jews from Jerusalem to Galilee in mind in this first book. His second book is for the Jews from Jerusalem to Rome. This story, like the episode of doubting Thomas in John 20: 19-29, aims at explaining belief in the Risen Christ. 

V36 – The Lord tries to quieten the terrified audience. “ Peace be with you.”

V37 – It was thought that the ghosts of those who had died young or died a violent death were meant to return to earth and haunt those who had known them – the disciples were probably thinking that this was the case.

V41 – “joy” – too good to be true.

V44-49 – Jesus final instructions, The passage is found only in Luke. It is possible that 44 – 49 are a summary of truths, and that it could even have been that these truths dawned on the disciples in the weeks that followed. 

These truths were:

(i) The sufferings of Christ are the fulfillment of Biblical prophecies of the coming of the Messiah.

(ii) Jerusalem was to be the starting point of a worldwide mission in which God’s forgiveness of sins is to be preached.

(iii) This task would be carried out with God’s “power” to enable them to do the job.

The Acts of the Apostles tells how this power was given at Pentecost, and how the Gospel was preached “to all nations beginning at Jerusalem.”

V48 – the disciples were to be witnesses to what had happened. This is possible because they have been eyewitnesses. 

V49 – The end of Luke’s Gospel overlaps with the beginning of Acts. The coming of the Holy Spirit as a “power” to enable them to give testimony is explained. 

 In Acts it explains how Jesus stayed with them for 40 days before leaving them at the Mount of Olives, from which he “ascended” into heaven. (Acts 1:9)

 Matthews Gospel ends with Christ’s words “I am with you always.” Luke thought of the spirit of God as taking Jesus’ place on earth, giving the disciples direction.

Luke 24: 50 – 53

Jesus is Taken up to Heaven

(Mark 16: 19-20; Acts 1: 9-11)

50 Then he led them out of the city as far as Bethany, were he raised his hands and blessed them. 51 As he was blessing them, he departed from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 They worshipped him and went back to Jerusalem, filled with great joy, 53 And spent all their time in the Temple giving thanks to God.

Introduction:

Luke only gives a brief description of the ascension here because he deals with it in greater length in Acts. This parting was a happy occasion as Jesus had promised to be with them always. The disciples did not have enough experience of the meaning of the resurrection to know that it would have come true. 

V50 – Jesus lifts his hands and blesses the disciples. Just as Jesus had made a triumphant entry into Jerusalem he now leaves in victory.

V51 – Some manuscripts add, “and was carried up into heaven.” This may well be the original reading and it was later taken out as Acts starts with the ascension happening Forty days after the resurrection.

V52 – At the end of the Gospel Christianity is represented by a small group of people at a politically and geographically non-important place called Jerusalem. At the end of Acts, the new faith is firmly rooted in the capital of the Empire.

V53 – The Gospel ends were it started, in the Temple. The disciples were worshipping in the Jewish Temple. 

